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Retirement



Make it count.

There is a couple that I know that serves in a local church.  He 
came from an industry background and she was a teacher.  They 
have unashamedly stated how their desire for the rest of their lives 
is to make their retirement count for the Lord.  They started going 
on missions trips, serving in various church ministries, and are 
recognized as leaders in their church body.  They realized that their 
time of retirement was not a time to sit around and sit on the laurels 
of hard work.  Rather, their work had truly begun as they were 
motivated to honor and glorify God.  Maybe you have made that 
kind of similar commitment, but the follow-through is not there.  
Whatever the case may be, realize that the time that you have been 
given from God is a gift.  The ability of having a retirement income 
or pension is a blessing as well.  Things such as time, talents, and 
tithes are to be used in the church for God’s glory.  The question is 
whether you desire to make it count or not for the Lord.
               
Find your place to serve.

The common “tactic” that is given for people that choose not to 
serve in the church is the matter of time.  Though it is understood 
that parents and grandparents are working very hard these days, 
finding your place to serve is important.  It will help your pastor 
to know that you can be counted on as a servant for Christ.  It also 
helps set an example to others in your similar stage of life that 
retirement is not the end but rather the continuation of where God 
has placed you as a member of the church.  

We believe that if you take these challenges serious you will be 
able to see how your time of retirement is not going to be a time to 
step away from church, but to draw closer.  Yes, retirement is a time 
where rest and relaxation are found, but it is also a time when God 
may reveal His greatest plans yet for your life.

 

 

Retirement
You may have just experienced the most significant transition of 
your life--retirement!  We find our identities in our work and when 
we reach its end, there can be feelings of wonderment surrounding 
our lives.  Is this what God desires for the person that retires from 
secular work?  We can reflect upon men and women in the Bible and 
see how God used many of them beyond what our culture deems to 
be the age of “retirement.”  Abraham was over 100 years old when 
he became a father, Moses was over 80 years old when he led the 
people out of Egypt, and many others were used of God at older 
ages.  Please understand that we are not encouraging you to begin to 
have children again, but encourage you to see how these can be some 
of the most fruitful years of service to the Lord.  

To assist with this transition, we want to give you some helpful ways 
that you can make your time of retirement count for the Lord.

Find someone to mentor.  

The Millennial generation is desperate for mentors.  They desire 
to hear from older generations about life experiences and how to 
make the best decisions.  This is best cultivated through mentor 
relationships.  Being a mentor in the church is really a picture of 
discipleship as Christ did it.  Jesus would bring His disciples along 
and let them see how He ministered, showed compassion, and dealt 
with issues.  As retirees, one of the ways that you can spark your 
ministry is by simply coming along young adults and showing them 
how to serve, how to be a husband or wife of integrity, and how to 
honor Christ in all things. 


